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January  1896. 

O^r'^1^  </|  (^iuoC.'  (2l^  a/C^  ^ 

Gsntisman*, 

I  liave  tbe  fionour  to  lay  befora  you  my  MecLioai  Report  i'or 
tba  year  ending  Deoaitoar  31st.  1896. 

^  I  was  able  to  speak  favourably  of  tbe  condition  of  tne  town 
in  ity  last  r'eport;  still  more  favourably  can  I  refer  to  it  now.  We  have 
lost  toy  deatb,  during  1896,  only  24  Residents  and  tne  deatn-rate  is  tnere- 
-fors  proportionately  low.  The  toirth-rate  is  up  to  the  average.  There 
was  a  return  of  influenza  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  tout  it  was 
of  short  duration;  one  patient  sucoumbsd  to  it.  There  was  also  a  short, 
epidemic  of  Whooping  Goagh  in  January  and  February  necessitating  temporary 
closure  of  the  Schools.  Beyond  this  there  has  been  no  serious  illness 
and  w©  have  had  almost  a  clean  bill  of  health  as  regards  the  principal 
infectious  diseases, only  one  having  been  notified  -  a  fatal  case  of 
membranous  croup. 

Tne  past  year  has  witnessed  the  successful  completion  of  a 
good  drainage  scheme  and  a  fair  number  of  houses  already  oonnsoted  with 
the  main  sewer.  The  system  is  of  course  new  and  naturally  it  placed 
Soutnwold  at  a  temporary  disadvantage  at  first,  in  that  it  necessitated 


ths  over  taming  of  a  considerable  quantity  of  saturated  soil  botn  in 
laying  down  the  system  and  also  in  closing  up  a  large  number  of  cesspools 
and  taking  up  their  drains, the  result  being  increased  exhalation  of  impure 
gases  and  temporary  pollution  of  the  surroundings.  This  will  doubtless 
account  for  the  tale  of  “sorethroat"  whioh  has  been  rather  widely  oircu- 
-iatad  by  some  of  our  summer  visitors.  One  oannot  but  allow  that  residence 
in  the  midst  of  sewer  gas  obtains  a  certain  immunity  from  its  ill  effects, 
consequently  it  may  be  assumed  that  visitors  ooming  fresh  into  it  would 
be  mors  iiaoie  to  be  af fee tad  by  the  temporary  derangement  of  things. 

I  have  no  doubt  Southwoid  will  now  revert  to  its  old  form, it  is  well  known 
as  an  exceptionally  healthy  place  and  nothing  can  exceed  the  energy  and 
activity  of  its  prsse.it  Sanitary  Authority, who  are  endeavouring  to  remedy 
every  del* eot,  perfecting  in  every  possible  way  the  drainage  system,  exaiB- 
-ining  and  analysing  the  waters,  and  by  whose  orders  I  am  now  engaged  on 
a  house  to  house  visitation  in  order  to  bring  to  light  every  abuse  and 
shortcoming  respecting  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town.  This  is  as  it 
should  be  and  is  espeoiaily  nsoessary  noit  at  a  time  when  Southwoid  is 
increasing  so  rapidly. 

BIRTH-RATE.  - - =— 

The  number  of  births  registered  in  1896  was  67  or  20.4  per  1000. 
Males  36,Femal8s  21.  Three  of  these  were  illegitimate.  The  birth-rate 
maintains  a  fairly  level  standard, 66  being  the  average  of  the  last  10  years 


DEATH-RATE* 


The  actual  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  stands  at  31  or  11.0 


per  1000.  Of  this  number  however  7  were  strangers, 4  males  3  females. 
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As  far  as  oan  be  agaertained  no  resident  has  died  oaiside  the  district, 
so  teat  the  oorreoted  death-rate  of  tbs  resident  population  is  24  or  8.6 
per  1000.  an  extraordinarily  low  one.  Males  12, Females  12.  The  following 
table  will  show  tbs  deaths  at  the  different  agas:- 

Deaths  under  1  vear  =  8 

I  ^ 


. .  at  1 

. .  and  under 

6  years  = 

0 

. .  .  .  0 

•  •  •  • 

16  .. 

2 

1 

.  .  .  .  X'^' 

•  •  ♦  « 

26  . . 

1 

. .  . .  25 

•  •  *  • 

86  .. 

8 

. .  . .  66 

..  and  upwards 

= 

12 

Total 

31. 

There  were  8  deaths  under  1 

year  and  18  over  60, only  6 

therefore  between 

1  and  60  years  and  of  this 

number  4  were  strangers. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  classified 

as  required  by 

the  bocal  Qovarnmant  Board. 

Diseases.  Under  5. Over  5 

,  Diseases 

Under  6. 

Over  5. 

Small  Pox 

0 

C 

Measles 

0 

0 

Scarlatina 

0 

0 

fe'hoopiag  Gough 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

Dysentery 

1  (stranger) 

0 

Membranous 

Group  1 

0 

Rheumatic  Fever 

0 

0 

Fevers 

0 

0 

Phthisis 

0 

2 

G hoi era 

G 

0 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia 

,  1 

3(  1  stranger) 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

Heart  Disease 

0  • 

1 

Influenza 

0 

1 

Ail  other  diseases 

6  (2str.angers)  16  (3  strangers) 

Ail  other  diseases 

include  old  age  and  decay 

4.  Oerebrai  diseases  7. 

Gongeni tai 

debility  4. 

Gonvuisions  2.  Cancer  2. 

Peritonitis  1, 

Deaths- 

by  drowning  2,  (strangers). 
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KOilFIOATIO!^  OF  liWSOTIOUS  DISEASES. 


This  Aot  has  been  in  force  in  the  Borough  sine©  July  1B90, 
Measles  and  Whooping  Gough  not  being  inoludsd.  Only  one  oasa  has  been 
notified  during  the  year, viz:-  of  Membranous  Group, which  proved  fatal. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  - 

The  Town  is  supplied  largely  by  the  mains  of  the  Water  Works 
Gompaay  but  most  of  the  Cottage  property  derives  its  supply  from  private 
wells. Many  of  these  are  without  covering,  a  defect  whioh  ought  to  be  reme- 
-died.As  the  water  question  is  now  under  ths  speoiai  oonsidsration  of  the 
Sanitary  Author! ty, who  are  actively  engaged  in  examining  various  waters  in 
order  to  aliminats  any  possible  bad  supply, I  will  not  comment  further 


SARITARY  IRSPEOTIOH.— — 

The  ustt'ai  general  inspection  of  ths  district  has  been  well 
carried  out  during  the  past  year.  Grievances  have  been  redressed  and  nui- 
-sances  abated  where  existing,  ths  whole  work  having  been  oarsfuiiy  and 
energstioaiiy  administered  by  tns  Sanitary  Inspector .t!o  recourse  to  legal 
proceedings  has  been  necessary. 


ORAIMSE. 

Ths  "International*^  system  of  drainage  was  completed  in  this 
To'wn  in  ths  early  part  of  the  year.  Qniy  a  few  oonnsctions  from  nouses 
were  possible  at  first  after  it  was  declared  open, owing  to  the  advent  of 
the  visitors*  season  when  such  work  had  to  cease, but  since  Ootober  the 
work  has  been  reoommsnoed  and  is  being  rapidly  pushed  on.  There  is  every 
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reason  to  believe  tliat  tne  drainage  will  prove  a  suooess  and  a  boon  zo 
the  town,  as  yet  with  oomparativeiy  so  small  a  number  ol  oonneotions  it 
is  not  possible  to  judge  of  its  working. 

EXOREM&^T.  —  ■  ■ 

All  excrement  from  cesspools  is  carted  away  out  of  tbs  town. 

That  remaining  from  tne  drainage  works  alter  precipitation- the  siudge-has 
hitherto  been  trenched  and  dug  into  the  ground  near  t>he  filter  beds,  out 
as  that  means  of  disposal  has  not  proved  satisf ao tory, the  Sanitary  Author- 
-ity  are  considering  the  advisability  either  of  carting  it  also  away  or  of 
sludge  pressing. 

MEAh'S  GB‘  SANITARY  IMPfiOVEME^^T  NEEDED. 

DUSTBINS:-  As  in  former  reports  I  beg  again  to  draw  tne  atten- 
-tion  of  the  Sanitary  Authori&y  to  the  advisability  of  removing  the  huge 
fixed  brick  dustbins  of  whioh  so  many  are  to  be  found  about  the  town  and 
in  which  aooumulate  large  masses  of  filthy  putrescent  matter,  this  being 
allowed  to  remain  for  long  periods  unprovided  with  any  covering.  Again  I 
urge  that  the  retention  of  large  quantities  of  organic  and  other  offensive 
matter  in  tne  midst  of  dwellings  is  most  objectionable  and  opposed  to  all 
rules  of  sanitation. 

^ORTUAfiY:-  As  soon  as  other  Sanitary  matters  of  more  pressing 
importance  have  been  disposed  of  I  beg  the  Sanitary  Authority  will  consider 
the  question  of  providing  a  Mortuary  and  post-mortem  Room. 

0VER0R0W0IN9: -  I  beg  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Sanitary  Author- 
-ity  to  tne  evil  of  overcrowding,  which  undoubtedly  exists  in  certain  cottagesi, 
especially  in  Victoria  Street.  1  noticed  it  particularly  when  engaged  in  a 
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case  taken  up  by  the  Inspactor  of  the  Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty 
to  Children  during  the  past  year. 


DISUSED  '®(ELLS:-  Quite  reoenUy  my  attention  has  been  drawn  to 


oertain  wells, formerly  used  for  drinking  purposes  but  which  have  fallen 
into  disuse  for  such  purpose  and  are  now  the  convenient  reoeptaoies  for 


easily  happen  that  other  drinking  wells, in  the  vicinity  of  these  disused 
wells  and  lying  in  the  same  strata, may  become  polluted  by  the  putrescent 
organic  impurities  contained  in  these  latter.  I  urge  therefore  the  advisa- 
-biiity  of  having  all  suofa  disused  wells  filled  up  without  delay. 

METEBOLOQiCAL  DATA.  ^ . . 

I  regret  to  say  that  I  am  unable  in  this  report  to  give  tne 
usual  data, owing  to  a  misfortune, they  are  not  available.  The  only  data 
kept  at  the  Sailors^  Room  are  the  Maximum  Temperatures  and  they  cannot 
he  looked  upon  as  reliable, for  several  are  missing  altogether. 


G-Q. 

on. 


